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Intent
At Southway, we strive to deliver a History curriculum that inspires children to be critical thinkers about the 
world we live in.  We have developed a curriculum that allows for the acquisition of knowledge and skills as 
well as the opportunity to apply these new skills in different contexts. Our curriculum: 
• Will fire pupils’ curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world. 
• Encourage thinking about how the past influences the present, especially developing an understanding of 

the influence of Britain and also its influence on the wider world – including short – term and long – term 
implications. 

• Appreciate achievements as well as ‘mistakes’ of mankind in the past. 
• Help students develop a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people. 
• Foster a sense of identity and an increased understanding of pupils’ own position in their own community 

and the world. 
• Develop a range of historical enquiry skills and abilities – particularly those related to finding out about 

the past, explaining what happened and what people then and now think about what happened. 
• Aid children in grasping an understanding of abstract historical terms and concepts. 
• Allow children to expand their own historical perspective by applying their understanding to new contexts.



Implementation
At Southway, teachers bring the history curriculum to life and engage children through a range of exciting topics and 
a variety of stimuli, including key texts, historical artefacts and events, theatre workshops and school trips. 

As a staff, we maintain strong links to the National Curriculum and incorporate an enquiry-based approach to 
children’s learning about key historical events and people. This allows the children to develop their respect for what 
has already happened which shapes where we are today, incorporating the school’s values such as kindness and 
teamwork when learning about the past.

We develop our Medium Term Plans drawing on historical themes in the termly topics, making links with other 
subjects wherever possible, including: art, science, R.E., English and Geography. Links are made to termly themes and 
other curriculum subjects where appropriate, and these are identified on a termly individual Medium Term Plan. 

Long-term plans identify individual historical units taught across the year group phases. A planned progression of skills 
built into the history curriculum, means that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school, 
developing their resilience in this area.

History is promoted through our school with specialist enrichment days to mark key events such as Remembrance Day 
in November. Children’s work is celebrated through high quality displays and assemblies. The local area is also fully 
utilised to achieve the desired outcomes.



Impact
By the end of Year 6 children will be able to discuss and/or demonstrate in books: 

• Explain how our historical knowledge is based on information from a 
variety of different sources. 

• Make connections, comparisons and note trends over time and start using 
historical language.

• Explain their chronological understanding of British, local and world 
history. 

• Regularly address historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance.

• Develop and form responses that are informed and include thoughtful 
choice and organisation of relevant historical information.



Southway Three IIIs
At Southway our pedagogical approach is based on three key, identifiable elements. 

o Teachers providing structured, well 
ordered classrooms

o Teachers ensuring clear routines
o Staff having consistent learning 

behaviour expectations
o Teachers providing high quality 

resources
o Teachers promoting children as 

teachers as well as learners
o Teachers providing appropriate 

tasks and learning for children to 
access at all levels of ability 

o Staff applying the C3B4ME – ‘See 
three before me’ approach

INDEPENDENT
LEARNING MEANS…

INTERACTIVE
LEARNING MEANS…
o Teachers finding appropriate  

opportunities for exploratory 
learning through hands on 
experiences

o Teachers using the outdoors 
as a teaching and learning 
space

INSIDE-OUT
LEARNING MEANS…
o Children working harder than 

teachers
o Children investigating rather 

than being told
o Teachers asking more open 

ended questions
o Teachers focusing on enquiry 

based learning
o Teachers demanding 

excellence



Southway’s Values

Kindness Respect 

Teamwork Resilience 



Curriculum Overview



STANDARDS IN YEAR 3



STANDARDS IN YEAR 4



STANDARDS IN YEAR 5



STANDARDS IN YEAR 6



Pupil Voice

“I like our history lessons because it 
tells us about what has happened in 
the past. I like learning about 
different houses people lived in and 
what they ate. I really enjoyed our 
trip to Butser Farm.”

Year 3 pupil

“History at Southway is always 
fun as we get to go on lots of 
trips and visits such as 
Newhaven Fort where we could 
go in an Air Raid Shelter.”

Year 6 pupil

“I like the links between the topics 
we learn about. I also enjoy all of 
the trips we go on – particularly 
Newhaven Fort and the Air Raid 
shelter experience.”

Year 5 pupil

“I really like history at Southway 
because we learn lots about what has 
happened in the past and present our 
work in different ways. We also go on 
lots of trips and get to learn outside 
the classroom.”

Year 4 pupil



Enrichment Opportunities

Year 3 have visited Butser Ancient Farm, had 
Roman and Viking days and used the local 
woods to further enrich their history topics.

Year 4 took a trip to Preston Manor and have gone 
back in time to teach the children as if they were in 
Victorian times to bring their history topic to life.



Enrichment Opportunities

Year 5 have had a visit 
from Sir Teachalot, visited 
Hampton Court & had a 
WW2 evacuee day all to 
enhance their history 
topics.

Year 6 visited Brighton Museum, dressed up for 
Stone Age day and made houses in the woods 
and had an Egyptian themed Escape Room 
visit school to supplement their history topics.


