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Intent
At Southway, our Geography Curriculum is designed 

• To help children acquire and develop the skills and confidence to advance their 

geographical understanding.

• To develop an understanding and use of geographical language to communicate their 

understanding of the world around them.

• To stimulate the children’s interest in and curiosity about their surroundings.

• To nurture a sense of wonder about the world.

• To understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical 

features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial 

variation and change over time.

• To develop the children’s knowledge, to encourage a sense of responsibility for the 

environments and people of the world we live in, so they will think about how it can 

be improved and sustained.

• To develop a sense of place and identity by learning about the United Kingdom and its 

relationship with other countries.



Implementation
At Southway, our intent for the Geography curriculum are:

• To help children acquire and develop their resilience, teamwork and confidence to 

advance their geographical understanding.

• To develop an understanding and use of geographical language to communicate their 

understanding and respect of the world around them.

• To stimulate the children’s interest in and curiosity about their surroundings.

• To nurture a sense of wonder and kindness about the world.

• To understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical 

features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial 

variation and change over time.

• To develop the children’s knowledge, to encourage a sense of responsibility for the 

environments and people of the world we live in, so they will think about how it can be 

improved and sustained.

• To develop a sense of place and identity by learning about the United Kingdom and its 

relationship with other countries.



Impact
By the end of Year 6 children will be able to discuss and/or demonstrate in 
books: 

• Extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include 
the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America to include the 
location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human 
and physical features. 

• Develop their use of geographical knowledge, understand and skills to 
enhance their locational and place knowledge.



Southway Three IIIs
At Southway our pedagogical approach is based on three key, identifiable elements. 

o Teachers providing structured, well 
ordered classrooms

o Teachers ensuring clear routines
o Staff having consistent learning 

behaviour expectations
o Teachers providing high quality 

resources
o Teachers promoting children as 

teachers as well as learners
o Teachers providing appropriate 

tasks and learning for children to 
access at all levels of ability 

o Staff applying the C3B4ME – ‘See 
three before me’ approach

INDEPENDENT
LEARNING MEANS…

INTERACTIVE
LEARNING MEANS…
o Teachers finding appropriate  

opportunities for exploratory 
learning through hands on 
experiences

o Teachers using the outdoors 
as a teaching and learning 
space

INSIDE-OUT
LEARNING MEANS…
o Children working harder than 

teachers
o Children investigating rather 

than being told
o Teachers asking more open 

ended questions
o Teachers focusing on enquiry 

based learning
o Teachers demanding 

excellence



Southway’s Values

Kindness Respect 

Teamwork Resilience 



Curriculum Overview



STANDARDS IN YEAR 3



STANDARDS IN YEAR 4



STANDARDS IN YEAR 5



STANDARDS IN YEAR 6



Pupil Voice

“I really like learning about different 
countries. It is linked to history so 
when we learnt about Vikings we 
looked at countries they invaded.”

Year 3 pupil

“I like learning about different 
countries and their cultures as well 
as the people that live there. It is 
linked to other subjects such as 
Science which I also enjoy.”

Year 6 pupil

“I enjoy using the atlases to find out 
where mountain ranges are and 
extra information about them. I like 
looking at things in our local area as 
well.”

Year 4 pupil

“I like Geography because we go on lots 
of field trips and do fun activities such as 
identifying features on map. I really 
enjoyed the Cuckmere Haven trip when 
we measured the tide.”

Year 5 pupil



Enrichment Opportunities

Year 4 have been to Brighton to explore our 
local area as well as explored the continents of 
the world to support their geography learning.

Year 3 spent time getting to know our local area, 
Burgess Hill and comparing it to a rural area in 
Scotland to enhance their geography lessons.



Enrichment Opportunities
Year 5 consolidated their work on rivers by visiting 
Seven Sisters. Here they had the opportunity to see the 
different parts of a river and how they feed into the sea.

In January we held a Geography Day. Children went 
around Europe learning about the cultures and 
traditions of different European countries.


