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Southway Junior School



Intent
At Southway, we aspire to inspire and ignite a life-love of music in every pupil through immersion in a wide 
range of high quality musical experiences.  We understand that a creative, collaborative, interactive musical 
educational has numerous invaluable and life-enhancing benefits: physical, psychological, social, and 
educational.  Music is deliberately interwoven into the fabric of school life across the academic year – at the 
individual, class, year group and whole school levels – bringing our community together, while actively 
championing our school values.  Children learn resilience in overcoming musical and instrumental challenges, 
practise kindness and respect in ensemble rehearsals, and reap the rewards of teamwork through the shared 
experience and joy of performance.  Our philosophy of music education also dovetails Southway’s overarching 
vision of interactive, inside-out and independent learning, intending to provide multiple meaningful 
opportunities for hands-on, exploratory, child-led music making. 

Our vision is for all pupils to leave primary school having had multiple opportunities to:

✓ Listen to and gain a deeper critical appreciation of music across a wide range of periods, traditions and styles 

✓ Be inducted into the powerful cultural knowledge associated with famous and celebrated works of great composers and musicians

✓ Sing regularly in social settings, learning to control their voice with increasing confidence, precision and purpose

✓ Learn a variety of musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression

✓ Express themselves and discover their creative potential through composing and improvising original music

✓ Develop their performing skills, in solo and ensemble contexts, and for a range of audiences

✓ Explore and understand how music is created, produced and communicated through the interrelated musical dimensions: pitch, 
duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notation

✓ Be equipped with the correct technical terminology to accurately and insightfully respond to, discuss and analyse music



Implementation
The starting point for music lessons at Southway is our end of year expectations, which have been written to ensure coverage of the 
National Curriculum, following the guidance of the Model Music Curriculum.  Progression across the school is planned to ensure children’s 
knowledge, understanding and skills pertaining to the key inter-related musical dimensions continuously develop and deepen.  Music-
making is also harnessed to provide meaningful opportunities for children to practise kindness and respect, strengthen their resilience and 
continuously hone teamwork skills. Our differentiated, spiral curriculum draws on Charanga’s award-winning, research-based scheme of 
work.  Placing appreciation of a diverse variety of songs at the heart of each lesson, students revisit existing knowledge and skills, before 
extending them incrementally.  In this manner, learning is consolidated and augmented, with consistent and appropriate challenge 
providing differentiated pathways for pupils to progressively build musical confidence and technical understanding.

Musical learning begins with the voice, and throughout our curriculum children develop their musicianship through singing activities that 
offer increasing levels of challenge and complexity.  Singing is also an integral part of school life outside the classroom, where weekly singing 
assemblies offer whole-school vocal tuition that directly links Sing Up’s extensive library of songs to our own school values.  All children also 
have access to a range of instruments when improvising, composing and practising their recall skills.  Years 3 and 4 enjoy whole-class 
ensemble tuition on both the recorder and violin from a visiting music teacher for a full term, culminating in live performances. Optional 
private instrumental tuition includes violin and guitar, with lessons conducted in our dedicated music classroom, The Mozart.

At Southway, extracurricular events and opportunities enrich the musical experience of each child while strengthening our shared bonds. 
Southway’s Choral Day is a joyous, whole-school celebration of singing, offering vocal coaching from a renowned conductor of some of the 
country’s most prestigious choirs.  In addition to our community Carol Concert performances, termly class assemblies and a full-length 
musical production provide individual year groups with further opportunities to perform in front of the whole school.  Southway’s ever-
popular school choir has a membership that exceeds one-quarter of all pupils and provides exciting opportunities to perform both in 
London’s O2 Arena with Young Voices and within the local community.  In response to pupil voice, this year has also seen the launch of a 
ukulele ensemble and World Music Club.





Impact

Our curriculum offer 
corresponds with 
Southway’s 
Progression of Skills 
document for Music.

http://www.southwayjunior.co.uk/website/curriculum_by_subject/37024


Southway Three IIIs
At Southway our pedagogical approach is based on three key, identifiable elements. 

o Teachers providing structured, 
well-ordered classrooms

o Teachers ensuring clear routines
o Staff having consistent learning 

behaviour expectations
o Teachers providing high quality 

resources
o Teachers promoting children as 

teachers as well as learners
o Teachers providing appropriate 

tasks and learning for children to 
access at all levels of ability 

o Staff applying the C3B4ME – ‘See 
three before me’ approach

INDEPENDENT
LEARNING MEANS…

INTERACTIVE
LEARNING MEANS…
o Teachers finding appropriate  

opportunities for exploratory 
learning through hands on 
experiences

o Teachers using the outdoors 
as a teaching and learning 
space

INSIDE-OUT
LEARNING MEANS…
o Children working harder than 

teachers
o Children investigating rather than 

being told
o Teachers asking more open-ended 

questions
o Teachers focusing on enquiry-

based learning
o Teachers demanding excellence



Southway’s Values

Kindness Respect 

Teamwork Resilience 
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Curriculum Overview

   

 

 

Southway Junior 
School 

“Learning and Achieving Together” 
 

 

Year 

group 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 Additional Unit 

Y3 

Me and My World 
 

DEVELOPING NOTATION SKILLS 
 

Country 
Pop 

Scoundrels at Sea 
 

ENJOYING IMPROVISATION 
 

Disco 
New Orleans Jazz 

Battles and Bangs 
 

MUSICAL STYLES 
 

Gospel 
Jazz 

WHOLE CLASS  
INTRUMENTAL TUITION 

 

RECORDER  
 

One term per class – 12 hours 

Y4 

Victorian Towns and Twisted Tales 
 

COMBINING MUSICAL ELEMENTS 
 

Pop 
 

INTERESTING TIME SIGNATURES 
 

Orchestral Pop 

Mysterious Maya 
 

PULSE AND GROOVE 
 

Folk 
Disco 

To Infinity and Beyond 
 

CREATING SIMPLE MELODIES 
 

Contemporary R&B 
 

IDENTITY and EXPRESSION 
 

Electronic Dance Music 

WHOLE CLASS  
INTRUMENTAL TUITION 

 

VIOLIN  
 

One term per class – 12 hours 

Y5 

Power and Palaces 
 

MUSIC TECH 
 

20th Century Orchestra Music 
Contemporary Orchestra Music 

We’ll Meet Again 
 

EMOTIONS and MUSICAL STYLES 
 

Orchestra Music 
Pop 

Seas, Storms & Survival 
 

KEY and TIME SIGNATURES 
 

South African pop 
 

CHORDS 
 

Reggae 

WORDS, MEANING and 
EXPRESSION 

 

K-pop 
Orchestra Music 

Y6 

Frozen in Time 
 

STRUCTURE and FORM 
 

Soul 
Swing Jazz 

Walk Like an Egyptian 
 

PERFORMANCE 
 

Rock and Roll 
Disco 

Blood, Bones and Body Bits 
 

EXPLORING NOTATION 
 

Rock 
Folk 

 

CHORDS and STRUCTURE 
 

Hip-Hop 
Gospel 



STANDARDS IN YEAR 3



STANDARDS IN YEAR 4



STANDARDS IN YEAR 5



Year 6 musical 
production

STANDARDS IN YEAR 6

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fUOVxe76cV4


Enrichment Opportunities: 
Southway Choral Day

A whole morning of expert 
singing coaching for every 

child in Southway …

… led by a  
renowned choral 

conductor …

… culminating 
in a whole-

school singing 
performance!



Enrichment Opportunities: 
Whole-school singing

Whole-school 
singing assemblies 

linked to 
Southway’s values

Southway’s Got
Talent Contest vocal 

performance

Special whole-school singing 
events



Enrichment Opportunities: Choir

Concert @
O2 Arena

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iI2uv5wq66A


Christ Hospital’s 
Choral Day

Performances in 
the local 

community



Enrichment Opportunities: 
Instrumental lessons

Whole-
class

clarinet 
tuition

Guitar 
lessons

Violin 
lessons

Mayan 
drum 

workshop

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fUOVxe76cV4


Enrichment Opportunities:
Carol Concert

Virtual 
Carol 

Concert 
2021

Two whole-school 
performances to an 

audience of 700 
members of the 

Southway 
community

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VW8yMs01WlM


Pupil Voice

feedback feedforward

“I love the feeling of achievement when I improve 
my playing.”

“Music is my favorite subject at school because I can 
be creative and express myself.” 

“The best part of being in the choir is the energy of 
singing together – it makes me feel so good!”

“I definitely want to make music and be active in 
lessons more than just watch.”“Young Voices was my best memory this year!” 

“There are loads of opportunities to sing at school. 
Because we perform, I practice lots at home.””

Spring/Summer 2022

“I think music is teaching me resilience because you
there are always new challenges.”

“I wish I could play in a concert in school.”

“I want to play music with other people in an
orchestra or band.”

“It would be good to do grades!”

“The best thing about music lessons is getting to
create something new. We should do that more.”

“If we had more instruments to play, that would be
incredible.  There are so many I want to try but I 
haven’t had the chance.”


