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Intent
Children will gain an appreciation about art and its value in society, including respect
towards its purpose and audience. Consequently, children will become resilient and 
develop a love of the discipline. Children will enjoy working alongside their peers, 
showing kindness and teamwork when co-creating and analysing others’ artwork.

With these aspirations, our intentions for the art curriculum are:
▪ For children to produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their 

experiences;
▪ To support children in becoming proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other 

art, craft and design techniques;
▪ To develop skills that allow children to evaluate and analyse creative works using 

the language of art, craft and design;
▪ To gain important knowledge about great artists, craft makers and designers, and 

understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.



Implementation
At Southway Junior, teachers bring the art curriculum to life and engage children through a range of 
stimuli, including famous artists and artworks, photography, the local environment and illustrations. 
We interweave our ‘iii’ pedagogical approach in each year group’s learning journey via a cross-
curricular approach with other subjects, including: English, DT, RSHE, history, science, geography and 
computing where appropriate. Our school values will be intertwined within our art lessons – children 
will develop their levels of resilience, teamwork, independence and respect due to carefully 
selected artists and subject matter that they study. 

While there are opportunities for children of all abilities to access and develop their skills and 
knowledge in each teaching unit, the planned progression built into the art curriculum means that the 
children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school. The school’s progression 
documents outlines the annual coverage, individual year group Medium Term Plans and lesson plans 
are then used to ensure high expectations and consistency. 

Children’s work is shared and celebrated consistently throughout the school through high quality 
displays, open afternoons and whole-school exhibitions, including a photography competition.

The use of sketchbooks is embedded in our teaching of art as it promotes self-directed learning and 
demonstrates to children how their learning in art can be an analytical, creative and through-
provoking process, requiring resilience, and can lead to exciting outcomes. This focus on the ‘journey’ of 
a piece of art helps children see that the process is as important as the outcome.



Impact
By the end of their time at Southway children will be able to:
- Use sketch books to explore and develop a mastery of knowledge and skills, including 
recording their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas;
- Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture 
with a range of materials (for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay);
- Describe and talk about the work of some great artists, architects and designers.
- Talk about their enjoyment of the discipline. 

Our curriculum offer will correspond with Southway’s 
Progression document for Art and Design.

http://www.southwayjunior.co.uk/website/curriculum_by_subject/37024


Southway’s Three IIIs
At Southway our pedagogical approach is based on three key, identifiable elements: 

o Teachers providing structured, well 
ordered classrooms

o Teachers ensuring clear routines
o Staff having consistent learning 

behaviour expectations
o Teachers providing high quality 

resources
o Teachers promoting children as 

teachers as well as learners
o Teachers providing appropriate 

tasks and learning for children to 
access at all levels of ability 

o Staff applying the C3B4ME – ‘See 
three before me’ approach

INDEPENDENT
LEARNING MEANS…

INTERACTIVE
LEARNING MEANS…
o Teachers finding appropriate  

opportunities for exploratory 
learning through hands on 
experiences

o Teachers using the outdoors 
as a teaching and learning 
space

INSIDE-OUT
LEARNING MEANS…
o Children working harder than 

teachers
o Children investigating rather 

than being told
o Teachers asking more open 

ended questions
o Teachers focusing on enquiry 

based learning
o Teachers demanding excellence



Southway’s Values

Kindness Respect 

Teamwork Resilience 



Curriculum Overview



CLASSES NAMED AFTER ARTISTS
Our year 3 classes are named after 
inspirational, unique and famous 
world artists. Each class studies their 
artist during the beginning of each 
academic year, including painting 
in the style of their artist. 



INSPIRED BY IN YEAR 3…



STANDARDS IN YEAR 3



INSPIRED BY IN YEAR 4…



STANDARDS IN YEAR 4



INSPIRED BY IN YEAR 5…



STANDARDS IN YEAR 5



INSPIRED BY IN YEAR 6…



STANDARDS IN YEAR 6



Pupil Voice

“In art you really need to focus and learn from your mistakes. 
It’s not always easy. Practise makes progress and I enjoy being 
able to see how my work improves by trying again. (Year 5)



Enrichment Opportunities
The theme for the Big Draw was “Make a 
Change”. The children repurposed plastic milk 
bottles into 3D bird feeding sculptures, 
eventually planting all 357 of them on the 
school field to create one giant bird! The 
children’s pledges were also written on their 
sculptures which were then taken home 
afterwards. A video was uploaded to YouTube
of the children’s pledges & birds.

https://youtu.be/AThSYLAHyRg
https://youtu.be/AThSYLAHyRg
https://youtu.be/AThSYLAHyRg
https://youtu.be/AThSYLAHyRg


Enrichment Opportunities
Every year the children create their own Christmas-themed art, 
which is then made available for parents to buy as Christmas 
cards, tags, wrapping paper or mugs. 



Enrichment Opportunities
Once a week, Mrs Mottram runs 
an art and craft club in the 
DaVinci for children who show a 
passion for the subject.

Children have a wonderful time 
exploring and experimenting with 
different media, honing and 
developing their skills. 



Enrichment Opportunities
Each year we run a photography 
competition – each with a different 
theme or photographic skill. The 
children work in teams and enhance 
their creations using software.

In an awards assembly, each year 
group has a winner and the top 
photograph is displayed in the hall for 
everyone to marvel at for the year!



Enrichment Opportunities
In 2023, Southway took part in a locality willow art sculpture project, which 
involved the children parading their artwork in town centre!



Beyond the classroom…
At Southway we are fortunate to have a dedicated art and D.T. classroom 
called The DaVinci. This bespoke facility has a purpose-built kitchen, clay sinks, 
art materials and enough tables/stools to fit a whole class in. 


